





MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 
SUBJECT: Discussions with* 


on MKMAOMI 


, r, in mv'office to discuss with him 

his knA-^SSgi-of^he^MKNAOMi^p^^^t^^^^^ente^ed on .duty with the Agency 
in October 1867 and served as Chief of the- Chemistry Branch r^cm . ci^ch 
April 1S70. Also present during the interview v/cre jSSSafflSaa^^* -> 

7 I inforrn»d*^iiB» that whatever information he could give usjabout the . t 
project he shoSld“dolovfluntarily, and that he was under no compulsion to provioe 
any information he chose not to. ... 


an understanding of what w a knew about 



2S & 5 3SS.2 

Fort Detrick which we presumed had been destroys— 

4 Dr said that he was prepared to help in any way he could and would 

SSdei3 9 Ms S fi"S 9 reL«™ Sd be°7L Vscrprise that the Agency was acting so- 
conservatively in this area. 

of th° inventory of Agency material held by Fort Detrick cane 
S^was shoSn the unsigned letter to .the Director requesting 
Gui^c»'asTo'thrdisposal of reserve. stocks. He .identifiea the date o, tnat 

r-"iq February 1970 as teina in his handwriting. He did not recall \...ei,.i-r 
th7Vo was actually signed. Hi did indicate that several ™nths later h. «ss 
iold by the Chief of TSD, to personally go to m.c, 

the 
de: 
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state 


5. The matter 
up immediately. 
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toxii'i were so great that it simply made no sense to have it destroyed. He poirvtecr 


stored on the bas' of his own decision which resu' 

it kj their belief that the cost ano difficulty of iscncii/ing th 
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out that of Fort Detrick had worked for over ten years in developing 
the process whereby the toxin could be prepared in pure form. It was simply 
their "arbitrary" decisi on .t hat it should not be left for destruction. Apparently 
no one, including ^^^fi^^Twas told of this decision or the fact that the material 
had been returned to OTS. As Dr. &gjgsg» recalled, this took place prior to his 
being told hy tn inform Fort Detrick that destruction of the material on 
the inventory list could occur. Though toxins were not originally included in 
the Presidential Order for BW materials destruction, the DOD subsequently did so 
include it. stated that he probably should have taken steps at that time 

to see that it was destroyed. $S££g|?was present during this discussion and took 
no issue with?^*i$fesa* account. Neither could recall precisely how the material 
was delivered to OTS bu t agre ed that only three possibilities existed: it was 

brought back by either or by^&S&S&t or delivered by someone from Fo rt 

Detrick. The latter possibility was considered to be the most likely. was 

certain that the shellfish toxin in storage in OTS is the same toxin as that listed 
on the inventory. No resolution as to the discrepancy between the amounts could be 
found. reported that a recalculation of the amounts in storage based upon 

labels showed that 11.4 grams are actually on hand. Since it is in several different 
forms and complete reliance is placed upon labeling, however, no real discrepancy 
may actually exist. 


6. In resnonse to a question as to the servicing of operational requirement, 
BES^ stated- categorically that he had never received an operational requirement 
for ’MKNAOMI materials during his tenure in OTS. The most he ever received in^that 
vein v/e^e questions as to the state of the art in terms of what might be possible. 

He apparently had to respond frequently in a negative ^way to questions about the 
availability of instantaneous incapacitants. A principal interest in sucha 
capability was expressed both by Agency personnel and Army Special Forces in . 

relation to a desire to knock out a Viet Cong leader before he could renuer hiiHSOif 
unable to talk. No such capability existed, nor was the development of suen a 
capability in the near term foreseeable. 

7. In discussing the way in which the project was managed generally ; 
confirmed earlier information on the subject. Virtually no writt.cn records were 
generated. Indeed he stated that during his association with the project he had 
never seen an operational file on the project. Funding general ly_ supported SOD s 
operations without close accounting on a tasking basis. During his period, the ^ 
program pursued by SOD was almost entirely one of its own making. He stated that. 

his role was essentially one of keeping traqk of what was going on. Moreover, he j 
pointed out that he had no mandate from^^^^to initiate any new e« forts j. 

within the project. He made it clear that the requirements of the Anuy^Special | 

Forces were the driving force defining SOD activities.. He stated that Special 
Forces’ interest included a number of weird things, definitely among which was ; 

assassination. He also stated, however, that there was no way in the world that 
such an interest could be documented. SOD's program centered on or about the big 
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five". . This term referred to five special delivery systems for BVJ agents whiffh 
were being developed for specific use by Special Forces. Included among these wa 
■the micro projectile project -- which appears to be identical to the micro-bio- 
innscu^ ator — in which so much Agency interest was shown. Neither'^ijg^nor 1 
could remember what the other four delivery systems were. SpeciarAgency 
interest had been shown toward soluble projectiles primarily as a means for intro 
ducing larger amounts of incapacitants into the body and in dog incapacitating 
systems. The latter were apparently actually tested on the guard dogs maintained 
in earlier times at Isolation. The use of Nalline as an antidote had proved very 
effective so that the dogs completely recovered in about five minutes after its 
administration. Nearly all of this work had been started and reached its high 

point before time. 



8. In general , -v3®$pkharacteri zed his experience with the project as having 
been very uneventful, continuously diminishing in, level, and not at all of major- 
interest or significance. 


• 9. In summary, I found the discussion with'*jj|£l&8| helpful and entirely 
believable. He has, I think, cleared up the question as to how we became the 
unwitting possessor of our shellfish toxin store. He stated that it was handled 
with extreme care always. Undoubtedly it was simply transferred from one freezer 
to another and in his view continually kept under adequate control. was 

certain that nothing had been done with it subsequent to its delivery during the 
time he remained with the Agency. ''^^^gSrhas given assurances that it was untouched 
subsequent to that. account of the winding clown of MKN'AOMI is consistent 

with our records. i ■ 
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